
Directions
As you read the story, 
fill in the blanks with the 
missing word. 
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Richie was by himself when he snuck into the woods. This late in _______ summer, he 

didn’t even have to think about the directions Lauren had given him back in June. Go to the 

chain link fence. Find the big white sign with red letters. It says PRESTO’S PLAYLAND AND 

WILDLIFE ADVENTURE. NO TRESPASSING. The fence is loose at the bottom a few yards to 

the left. Just yank it up and shimmy through. This had to _______ Richie’s tenth time into the 

woods, but he still felt a nervous rush every time he pried up the stabby bottom of the fence 

and held it just barely high enough _______ slide under.

Presto’s Playland _______ long gone, but Wildlife Adventure was still alive and well, 

saved by a private investor when the amusement park went under. It was a massive expanse 

of land, separated safely from the woods and filled with wild animals. Every weekend, 

kid-packed cars flooded in to see the elephants, lions, and giraffes. But Richie and his new 

group of friends encountered the wildlife in a different way, from their secret spot deep in the 

woods. To get _______, you needed the only remaining artifact of Presto’s Playland: an old 

wooden roller coaster, its arched peak visible just over the tree line. Walk straight at the roller 

coaster _______ about five minutes, Lauren had said. You’ll run right into the spot. 

Richie felt someone behind him. He whipped around. “Lauren?” he said. “Fitz?”

___ of 10

Nothing. No one. Richie froze for _______ extra second, 

staring into the trees, the light from the setting sun shimmering their 

branches. He turned to resume his trek, but the instant he _______ a 

step, he heard behind him the unmistakable sound of a body in 

motion. Richie took off in a sprint. As he ran, he heard the body in 

close pursuit, crunching leaves and snapping branches. Finally, 

after what felt _______ miles, he stumbled through the entrance to 

the spot. He was relieved to finally see Lauren, Fitz, and Daffodil. 

Except _______ everyone was here, who was chasing him? 

Question
Where is Richie going?

Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________ Chapter 1 

“The Fire Starter”
Part 1 of 5: Chased Through the Trees
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Part 3 of 5: Newcomer  

The only noise came from the crickets chirping in the trees. Far _______ the distance, 

the safari animals remained silent. Lauren sat on the ground, leaning against the chalkboard. 

Fitz twirled a leaf in his fingers. Daffodil sat in a meditation pose, gazing at the moon. Richie 

was looking just over the tree line, at the roller coaster’s peak about a hundred yards away. 

“Did you guys ever go to Presto’s Playland?” Richie asked. 

“Of course we went to Presto’s Playland, Richard,” Fitz replied. “It was only one of the 

_______ popular amusement parks in the country. You still have a lot to _______ about this 

town, don’t you?”

“Really, Fitz?” Lauren said. “You went to Presto’s Playland? Did _______ take a time 

machine? Because it closed 10 years before you were born.” 

“My parents told me about it,” Fitz said, refocusing _______ his leaf. 

“If it was so popular, why’d it close?” Richie asked. 

Richie swore he saw a flicker of a glance pass between Lauren and Fitz. Lauren was 

about to respond, but she was interrupted by a sound behind the chalkboard. Shaking 

branches. Suddenly alert, they all shifted cautiously toward _______ noise. The shaking grew 

louder, then the branches started to bob up and down. A burst of leaves, and then, perched 

on _______ of the chalkboard, a chimpanzee, smiling ear to ear. 

The humans shuffled backward. After a minute of silent shock, Fitz finally spoke.

“I know this chimp. I’ve seen him before.”

Chapter 1

Lauren brushed off Fitz’s comment. There were no 

chimpanzees at Wildlife Adventure. In all _______ their 

nights here, _______ they ever heard a chimp? Fitz 

insisted he knew this one in particular, but he fell silent 

when the chimp pulled something _______ behind its 

back. Still grinning, it revealed a lighter, one with a long 

snout, plastic trigger, and yellow handle.

Question
Who is the newcomer?

___ of 10
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Part 5 of 5: Presto’s Pet 

Richie was running through the forest once again, following Fitz, Lauren, and Daffodil 

as they darted through the dark trees. The fire’s smoke was seeping into the forest around 

them, and they could hear the rising wail of the fire engines approaching.

“It was the chimp,” Richie gasped. “It _______ have been the chimp.”

“Of course it was the chimp,” Fitz replied. “The problem is, they’re _______ to think it 

was us.” 

As they ran, Richie pictured the police investigating the spot, dusting the chiminea for 

prints. He pictured the forensics team discovering his dad’s _______, carefully placing it in a 

plastic evidence bag. He snapped out of it when they veered in a direction away _______ the 

chain link fence. Fitz said they would take his way out. 

A few minutes _______, the four of them crouched behind a tree near the road, 

watching a team of fire trucks roll by. When they were gone, Fitz crept to a splintery wooden 

fence, his secret entrance. Fitz held aside a dislodged section of the fence as the others went 

through. When Fitz was out too, they started down the road _______ town. But they stopped 

_______ Daffodil spoke. 

“Look,” she whispered. 

She was facing the fence. On this side of it were the remnants of an old mural 

advertisement for the amusement park. In chipped paint, PRESTO’S PLAYLAND AND 

WILDLIFE ADVENTURE across the top, and below it, a cartoon of Presto himself, a grinning 

magician with a black top hat and twisty black mustache. Next to Presto were a few animals. 

A lion, an elephant, a giraffe, and most prominent among _______, a chimpanzee. 

“That’s him,” Fitz said. “I _______ I recognized that chimp.” 

Chapter 1

Question
How did Fitz recognize 

the chimp?

And Fitz was right. Richie focused on the 

chimp. Even through the faded paint, _______ 

was no mistaking it. He was looking at the same 

eerily human eyes he’d seen just before the fire. 
____ of 50___ of 10


