
Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

Cooper was sitting in his first lunch detention of the 
school year, but he shouldnt have been. He knew plenty of 
other kids asked to get a drink from the water fountain in the 
middle of class. Cooper, of course, was the only one who got 
lunch detention for it. 

Sure, Cooper remembered parts of the endless list of 
rules Mr. Nitman rattled off during the first few days of seventh 
grade, only about a week ago. But know one thought he was 
serious about the water fountain. They could only go to it 
during the first five minutes of class? How could anyone 
denied children water? 

As he stared at his teacher, Cooper swore revenge. He 
would expose Mr. Nitmans corruption. He would prove his 
lunch detention was unfair. He would find a free classmate 
who had also asked to get a drink in the middle of class. His 
hunt for the truth would begin tommorrow in the cafeteria. 

“Watergate”
Part 1 of 5: A Pledge For Justice

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

BONUS ACTIVITY
This is Chuck, Classroom Cereal’s mascot. 

Finished reading the story and finding the errors?
 Draw your best version of Chuck. (Be careful not to 

mess up his beautiful beard.)

What do you think 
Cooper is going to 

do next?
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“You had lunch detention for asking to get a drink?” asked 
Malina, plunging her plastic fork into her macaroni and cheese. 

“Correct,” Cooper responded. “And people ask to get a 
drink all the time. Did Mr. Nitman ever give you lunch detention.”

“I asked once and he said it would waste too much time. 
No lunch detention, though,” malina said between mouth fulls. 

“What about you, Rodgers?” Cooper asked the boy to his 
right, swerving himself on the cafeteria table’s bench. 

“I go at the beginning of class, but I walk really slowly in 
the hallway,” Rodgers said proudly. “It bugs him, but he’s never 
given me lunch detention.” 

Cooper was wright. He was the only one who had been 
given lunch detention because of the water fountain. Now he 
needed evidence.

“I heard he let a kid from his eighth period go in the middle 
of class,” offered Rodgers. Cooper nearly choked on his 
chocolate milk. 

“Who?” Cooper yelled. 

“I don’t no his name. He’s the kid who walks weirdly fast in 
the halls,” replied Rodgers. 

That description was enough for Cooper. He knew his key 
to catching Mr. Nitman was Eric Fincher. 

“Watergate”
Part 2 of 5: The Hunt For Evidence

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

Why is Eric Fincher 
important to Cooper’s 

investigation?
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In gym class later that day, Cooper offered to help Eric 
collect the cones. “I know about your little trip in Nitman’s 
class,” Cooper said.

“The field trip to the planetarium is October 23rd. 
Permission slips are due on the 16th,” Eric issued. 

Not that trip, Fincher! Tell me about the water fountain.”

Eric shot Cooper a look, then he went back to the cones. 

“Look, Eric. I no the rules are important to you,” Cooper 
said. “But I also know, in Mr. Nitman’s class, the rules aren’t the 
same for everyone. I had lunch detention yesterday just for 
asking to get a drink. Shouldn’t everyone followed the rules, 
even the people who make them? Shouldn’t school be fair.” 

Eric stacked a few more cones. Finally, he turned to 
Cooper. 

“I tried to wait until after class, but I was too parched. 
During our quiz last Friday, I called Mr. Nitman over and asked 
to go to the water fountain. He rote me a pass and told me to 
make it quick.”

“Eric, do you have proof of this water break?” Cooper 
asked seriously. 

Fincher stacked one last cone before nodding. “I save all 
of my hall passes.” 

“Watergate”
Part 3 of 5: Fincher Talks

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

What details from the 
story show Eric 

Fincher’s personality?
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To his mother’s confusion, Cooper wore a shirt and tie too 
school the next day. 

Exactly 25 minutes into Mr. Nitman’s 50-minute class, 
Cooper raised his hand. “Mr. Nitman, I am parched. May I please 
go to the water fou—”

Mr. Nitman cut him off. “You should knew the rule by now, 
Cooper. No.” 

Cooper scooted back in his chair, stood up, and 
straightened his tie. Then he started his speech. 

“Mr. Nitman, classmates. We began this journey together 
two weeks ago. At that time, Mr. Nitman, our leader, told us we 
must never go to the water fountain in the middle of class. He told 
us the water fountain was rong. He told us...” Cooper looked at 
Malina, “... the water fountain would waste too much time.” 

Cooper continued. “Two days ago, I served a lunch 
detention for wanting to get a drink during class. I new this was 
unfair, so I started an investigation. Today, I have proof that Mr. 
Nitman have gave a kid permission to use the water fountain IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A QUIZ!” 

As the gasps filled the air, Cooper slapped Eric Fincher’s 
hall pass down on the desk. Mr. Nitman stared in disbelief. 

“Watergate”
Part 4 of 5: Cooper’s Speech

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

How do you predict 
Mr. Nitman is going 

to respond to 
Cooper’s speech?
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