




Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

“The town of Fairview was founded in 1777 by 
Thomas Smith. He came across the land after George 
Washington sent him on a mission to hide a chest of gold 
during the Revolutionary War. Thomas buried the gold and 
Thomas planted trees around it. Those trees grew into the 
forest behind the school. Thomas’s camp grew into a small 
settlement and then a town. When the Revolution ended, 
Thomas wrote letters to Washington to let him know he had 
the gold in Fairview. But Washington never wrote back.

“Years went by and Thomas started to withdraw from 
the community. He build a cabin among his trees, deep 
inside the young forest. He added a small porch on the back 
of the cabin, which had a view of the Fairview River and the 
Atlantic Ocean beyond. Thomas stopped going, into the 
town. He spent his days at his cabin, just sitting on the porch 
and watching the water.

“Some of the other Fairview elders grew concerned 
about Thomas. They would go into the woods to check on 
him, always seeing thomas gently rocking on a chair on the 
porch, a single candle always burning on a table beside him. 
One day, news arrived in Fairview that George Washington 
had died. Townspeople tryed to tell Thomas, but when they 
called to him, Thomas wouldn’t respond. He just sat in the 
dark with his candle beside him, watching the water, waiting 
for his commander to arrive.”

“The Legend of the Lone Candle”
Part 3 of 5: Thomas’s Cabin

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

Who was Thomas Smith? 

© 2021 by Classroom Cereal 

Story 22      Part 3 of 5





Name: ____________________________

Date: ___________________

“Legend has it that Thomas Smith still roams the forest. On 
a still, dark night, you can hear the snap of twigs as he lurches 
through the trees. You can see his lone candle flickering as he 
searches for others like Sarah and Zeke.

“What do you think, bob?” Ms. Williams said, turning to 
face the snake tank. “Pretty creepy, huh?”

Jamie stared dead ahead. Charles twisted his microphone 
around in his hands like he were trying to keep it warm. 

“Well, thanks for stopping by, guys,” Ms. Williams said as 
she stood up. “Enjoy the rest of Trick or Teach!”

Back in the hall, Jamie meandered toward the stairwell, 
where a big circular Window looked out over the fields and the 
forest. She went deaf to the noise of the hallway as she gazed at 
the orange and yellow trees. 

“Boo!” Charles appeared behind her and Charles grabbed 
her shoulders. Jamie jumped halfway to the ceiling. 

“Not cool,” she muttered as she stomped down the stairs. 
Charles’s chuckling was cut short when he turned to see the 
group of clown-masked eighth graders coming his way. When 
they arrived, one of them extended an arm for a fist bump. 

“ Gordon Greenburo, Action Nine News, Fairview,’ ” the 
eighth grader said. “Nice.” 

“The Legend of the Lone Candle”
Part 5 of 5: Legend

Directions
1. Read the story
2. Find the five errors 
3. Mark the errors using the key

Key

Checklist

Question

Who seems more spooked 
by the end of the story — 

Jamie or Charles?
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